
 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“But now we must celebrate and rejoice, 

because your brother was dead and has come to life again; 

he was lost and has been found.” 

 

(Cycle C) 



  



 

INTRODUCTORY RITES 

Opening Hymn 

Yes, I Shall Arise 

 

  



 

Greeting 

℣. In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

℟. Amen. 

℣. The grace and peace of our Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the Love of God  

and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you always. 

℟. And also with you. 

 

PENITENTIAL RITE (A VI) 

Invitation to reflect on our faults and failings. 

℣ To prepare ourselves to celebrate these sacred mysteries,  

let us call to mind our faults and failings  

and ask our heavenly Father in his mercy  

for his healing and forgiveness. 

Pause for silent reflection. 

I confess to almighty God 

and to you, my brothers and sisters 

that I have sinned through my own fault 

in my thoughts and in my words 

in what I have done 

     and in what I have failed to do; 

and I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin 

all the Angels and Saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, 

to pray for me to the Lord our God. 

℣ May almighty God have mercy on us, 

forgive us our sins, 

and bring us to everlasting life. 

℟ Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

(Kyrie Pro Defunctis) 

 

 

Gloria 

The Gloria is not said 

 

Opening Prayer 

℣. Let us pray 

to the Father and ask him 

to form a new heart within us. 

Pause for silent prayer. 

God our Father, 

your Word, Jesus Christ, spoke peace to a sinful world 

and brought mankind the gift of reconciliation 

by the suffering and death he endured. 

Teach us, the people who bear his name, 

to follow the example he gave us: 

may our faith, hope, and charity 

turn hatred to love, conflict to peace, death to eternal life. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

℟. Amen. 

 

  



 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Reading 1 (Jos 5:9a, 10-12) 

A reading from the Book of Joshua 

The LORD said to Joshua, 

“Today I have removed the reproach of Egypt from you.” 

 

While the Israelites were encamped at Gilgal on the plains of Jericho, 

they celebrated the Passover 

on the evening of the fourteenth of the month. 

On the day after the Passover, 

they ate of the produce of the land 

in the form of unleavened cakes and parched grain. 

On that same day after the Passover, 

on which they ate of the produce of the land, the manna ceased. 

No longer was there manna for the Israelites, 

who that year ate of the yield of the land of Canaan. 

℣. This is the Word of the Lord. 

 

℟. Thanks be to God. 

 

  



 

Responsorial Psalm (Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9) 

 

 

Reading 2 (2 Cor 5:17-21) 

A reading from the second letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians 

Brothers and sisters: 

Whoever is in Christ is a new creation: 

the old things have passed away; 

behold, new things have come. 

  



 

 

And all this is from God, 

who has reconciled us to himself through Christ 

and given us the ministry of reconciliation, 

namely, God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, 

not counting their trespasses against them 

and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 

So we are ambassadors for Christ, 

as if God were appealing through us. 

We implore you on behalf of Christ, 

be reconciled to God. 

For our sake he made him to be sin who did not know sin, 

so that we might become the righteousness of God in him. 

℣. This is the Word of the Lord. 

℟. Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation (Mt 4:4b) 

 I will get up and go to my Father and shall say to him: 

Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 

 

Gospel (Lk 15:1-3, 11-32) 

℣. The Lord be with you. 

℟. And also with you. 

℣. A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

The celebrant and the people trace the cross on their foreheads (mind), 

their lips (speech) and over their hearts, asking the Lord to open them 

to his Word. 

℟. Glory to you Lord.  

 



 

Tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to listen to Jesus, 

but the Pharisees and scribes began to complain, saying, 

“This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

So to them Jesus addressed this parable: 

“A man had two sons, and the younger son said to his father, 

‘Father give me the share of your estate that should come to me.’ 

So the father divided the property between them. 

After a few days, the younger son collected all his belongings 

and set off to a distant country 

where he squandered his inheritance on a life of dissipation. 

When he had freely spent everything, 

a severe famine struck that country, 

and he found himself in dire need. 

So he hired himself out to one of the local citizens 

who sent him to his farm to tend the swine. 

And he longed to eat his fill of the pods on which the swine fed, 

but nobody gave him any. 

Coming to his senses he thought, 

‘How many of my father’s hired workers 

have more than enough food to eat, 

but here am I, dying from hunger. 

I shall get up and go to my father and I shall say to him, 

“Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 

I no longer deserve to be called your son; 

treat me as you would treat one of your hired workers.”’ 

So he got up and went back to his father. 

While he was still a long way off, 

his father caught sight of him, and was filled with compassion. 

He ran to his son, embraced him and kissed him. 

His son said to him, 

‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you; 

I no longer deserve to be called your son.’ 

But his father ordered his servants, 

‘Quickly bring the finest robe and put it on him; 

put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 

Take the fattened calf and slaughter it. 

Then let us celebrate with a feast, 

because this son of mine was dead, and has come to life again; 

he was lost, and has been found.’ 

Then the celebration began. 

Now the older son had been out in the field 

and, on his way back, as he neared the house, 

he heard the sound of music and dancing. 

 



 

 

He called one of the servants and asked what this might mean. 

The servant said to him, 

‘Your brother has returned 

and your father has slaughtered the fattened calf 

because he has him back safe and sound.’ 

He became angry, 

and when he refused to enter the house, 

his father came out and pleaded with him. 

He said to his father in reply, 

‘Look, all these years I served you 

and not once did I disobey your orders; 

yet you never gave me even a young goat to feast on with my friends. 

But when your son returns 

who swallowed up your property with prostitutes, 

for him you slaughter the fattened calf.’ 

He said to him, 

‘My son, you are here with me always; 

everything I have is yours. 

But now we must celebrate and rejoice, 

because your brother was dead and has come to life again; 

he was lost and has been found.’” 

.℣. This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

℟. Praise to you, Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

Homily  



 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen and unseen.  

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

        eternally begotten of the Father,  

    God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

        begotten, not made, one in Being with the Father.  

    Through him all things were made.  

    For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
        All bow at these two lines 

        by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he was born of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered, died, and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in fulfillment of the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

        Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  

    With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.  

    He has spoken through the Prophets.  

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

    We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

        and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

General Intercessions 

The celebrant invites the congregation to pray and offers several 

prayer intentions. Each concludes, “We pray to the Lord.” 

The celebrant concludes the intercessions with a final short prayer 

ending with “. . . through Christ, our Lord.” 

℟. Amen. 

 

  



 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

Offering of the Gifts 

If an Offertory Hymn is played or sung, omit the following. 

℣. Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness 

we have this bread to offer, which earth has given and human hands 

have made. It will become for us the bread of life. 

℟. Blessed be God for ever. 

℣. Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness 

we have this wine to offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 

It will become our spiritual drink. 

℟. Blessed be God for ever. 

Prayer over the Gifts 

℣. Pray, my brothers and sisters, that our sacrifice 

may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 

℟. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, 

for the praise and glory of his name, 

for our good, and the good of all his Church. 

Lord, 

we offer you these gifts 

which bring us peace and joy. 

Increase our reverence by this eucharist, 

and bring salvation to the world. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord. 

℟. Amen. 

  



 

Preface and Sanctus (Lent IV) 

 

Father, all-powerful and ever-living God, 

we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks. 

Through our observance of Lent 

you correct our faults and raise our minds to you, 

you help us grow in holiness, 

and offer us the reward of everlasting life 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

Through him the angels and the choirs of heaven 

worship in awe before your presence. 

May our voices be one with theirs 

as they sing with joy the hymn of your glory: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

(Sanctus XVIII Deus Genitor Alme) 

 

Eucharistic Prayer (IV) 

The celebrant prays the Eucharistic Prayer. After the consecration, the 

celebrant sings: 

.  ℣. Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 

The celebrant concludes the Eucharistic Prayer. 

Through him, with him and in him 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit 

all glory and honor are yours, Almighty Father 

Forever and ever. 

 

 



 

COMMUNION LITURGY 

The Lord’s Prayer 

℣. We pray confidently in the words our Savior taught us: 

℣. Deliver us, Lord, from every evil, and grant us peace in our day. In 

your mercy keep us free from sin and protect us from all anxiety as we 

wait in joyful hope for the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

℣. Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles: I leave you peace, my 

peace I give you. Look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, 

and grant us the peace and unity of your kingdom where you live for 

ever and ever. 

℟. Amen.   



 

Exchange of Peace 

℣. The Peace of the Lord be with you always.  

℟. And also with you. 

℣. Let us offer each other a sign of peace. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 

(Agnus Dei XVIII Deus Genitor Alme) 

As the bread is broken, we sing or say: 

 

℣. This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. 

Happy are those who are called to his supper. 

℟. Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  

but only say the word  

and I shall be healed. 

To those receiving Communion, the celebrant says: 

℣. The body of Christ. 

℟. Amen. 

 



 

Communion Meditation 

Our Father, We Have Wandered 

 

  



 

Prayer after Communion 

℣. Let us pray. 

Pause for silent prayer. 

Father, 

you enlighten all who come into the world. 

Fill our hearts with the light of your gospel, 

that our thoughts may please you, 

and our love be sincere. 

Grant this through Christ our Lord. 

℟. Amen. 

 

CONCLUDING RITES 

Prayer over the People (17) 

℣. The Lord be with you. 

℟. And also with you. 

℣. Bow your heads and pray for God’s blessing. 

Father, 

look with love upon your people, 

the love which our Lord Jesus Christ Showed us 

when he delivered himself to evil men 

and suffered the agony of the cross, 

for he is Lord for ever. 

℟. Amen.  

℣. And may the blessing of almighty God, 

the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit, 

come upon you and remain with you forever. 

℟. Amen. 

Dismissal 



 

Closing Hymn 

God of Kindness and Compassion 

 
 


